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òReadersé(will)égobble down this fast read, enjoying the jokes and riddles, 

familiar situations and interesting instructions for group games and paper -folding 

woven into the story.  ~Kirkus Reviews  

 

òFans of the first book will love the second. Fans of the second will look forw ard to 

the third. Fun stuff. ~ School Library Journal  

 

Author/illustrator Ruth McNally Barshaw has created something special with this  

character and with this format. Part novel, part journal, part comic book, Barshawõs  

unique style of sketch -journaling i s a treat. ~Teens Read Too 

 

"There's never been a better time to in dulge in a book that can  offer  you cool 

pictures, great characters, a fun story, and a little redemption on the side. A small , 

pure gem." ~Elizabeth Bird , Children's Librarian at the Childr en's Center at 42nd 

Street of the New York Public Library S ystem 

 

 

  

Part journal, part graphic novel, all 

funé this is a clever account of a 

growing -up experience that 

familiar to middle -grade readers. ñ

Kirkus Reviews  

 

The engaging text reflects a 

contemporary preadolescent 

sensibility and is chock -full of 

clean, distinguishe d line drawings 

on each spreadéreaders will look 

forward to her next adventure. ñ

School Library Journal   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hardcover :: $11.95 

ISBN-13: 978-1-58234-745-5 

176 pages; AR Reading Level: 3.3 

 

Paperback :: $5.99 
ISBN-13: 978-1-59990-276-0 

192 pages; AR Reading Level: 3.3 
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(from www.ruthexpress.com)  

When Ellie's family moves to a new town, she's sure she won't fit in. Nobody else 

likes to read as much as she does, the other kids at school play "new kid Bingo" 

behind her back, and even the teachers ca n't seem to remember her name. But 

when the students need someone to help them rally against long lunch lines (and 

bad food), Ellie is on the case. And with shorter lines and better food in sight, can 

friendship be far behind? For any kid who's ever felt l ike an outsider looking in, 

Ellie's journal captures the frustration, the nervousness, and yes, the occasional 

happy surprises of making a fresh start.  

 

 

Ruth McNally Barshaw  began writing 

and drawing soon after she could hold 

a pencil . Ruth started her first sketch 

journal at age 15 after a favorite 

teacher gave her a blank book. Ruth 

has created hundreds of sketch 

journals since and doesnõt plan to stop 

anytime soon. She has worked in 

advertising, illustrated for 

newspapers, and won n umerous 

sketching and essay-writing contests. 

She lives in Lansing, Michigan, with 

her family.  
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1. Pre -Reading Activities  

Activities and discussion starters t o activate studentsõ prior knowledge. 

 

2. Chapter Guides:  

The chapter guides may be used to encourage whole class discussions, lead teacher -

guided reading groups, or to provide structure to students working either  

independently or in cooperative small grou ps. The guide  is not meant to be assigned 

to students in its entirety.  

 

Each chapter guide includes:  
Ǆ Word Study Boxes ñhighlighting vocabulary that may be unfamiliar to your  

students. Challenge students to choose a few words from each chapter and try to  

infer meanings from text clues.  

Ǆ Discussion Starters ñfollowing Bloomõs Taxonomy, leading students from basic 

comprehension to higher level thinking skills.  

Ǆ Predicting ñinviting students to make predictions based on their analysis of  

charactersõ traits in the story.  

 

The chapter guides address the following curriculum standards  from the Michigan 

Curriculum Framework (Michigan Department of Education) : 

 

Students will:  

ã Respond to the ideas and feelings generated by written texts  by sharing  with 

peers and making  connections to their personal lives and the lives of others.  

 

ã Employ multiple strategies to construct meaning while reading or listening to 

texts. Examples include summarizing, predicting, generating questions, examining 

picture cues, discussing wit h peers, and using context and text structure.  

 

ã Recognize that creators of texts make choices when constructing text to  convey 

meaning, express feelings, and  influence an audience. Examples include word  

selection and use of illustrations.  

 

ã Demonstrate  awareness that characters and communities in literature and other 

texts reflect life by portraying both  positive and negative  images. 

 

ã Explore and reflect on universal themes and  substantive issues  from oral, visual, 

and written texts.  Examples include  exploration, discovery, and formation of  

personal relationships.  

 

ã Identify how their own experiences influence  their understanding of  key ideas in 

literature and other texts.  
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3. Culminating Projects:  

At the end of the book youõll the following topics in t he appendices: An Interview 

with the Author, How to Keep a Sketch Journal, How to Sketch, and Tips for 

Drawing Comics. The last pages of this guide suggest culminating activities that 

integrate the contents of the appendices with eight multiple intelligenc es identified  

by Dr. Howard Gardner (Bodily -kinesthetic, Interpersonal , Intrapersonal , Logical -

mat hematical, Musical , Naturalistic,  Verbal -linguistic , and Visual -spatial ). 
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Have you ever been the new kid, either in school, on a team, or in a club? How did 

you feel? Did someone make you feel included right away? If so, how? How could you 

reach out to a new student?  

Make a b ingo card to help  new students  familiarize themselves with your school. 

Give your new friend a tour of your school.  Along the way, your friend can use the 

bingo card to collect signatures of important people in the school . Your  bingo card 

might look something  like this  (be creativeñadd pictures if youõd like!):  
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òdipping me ó grate  abandon 

bidder  cheezers existence 

permanently  diesel exhaust  bequest 

 

1. Why is Ellie sad? ( knowledge) 

2. Why does Ellie begin her journal with òThe Endó? (comprehension) 

3. When Ellie lists the things that make her home special, she says, òAll these 

things make this MY house.ó What makes your home yours? (application ) 

4.  Why does Ellie say òIt feels like weõre driving faster than we need toó as they 

head to their new town? ( analysis ) 

5. Make a list of qualities and traits that you bring  to your friendships. ( synthesis) 

6. In Ellieõs bequest to her group, why does she say she wonõt need things like her 

smile, laughs and jokes anymore? Is she right? (evaluation ) 

 

What will Ellieõs impressions be of her new town and home? Will she make friends 

right away, or will it take time?  
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inviting  rickety  haul  

òworthless pawn ó suffocating  rustling  

humongous wits  supernatural  

 

1. Where does Ellie find a bit of happiness ? (knowledge) 

2. Why does Ellie like hanging out at the library ? (comprehension) 

3. Ellie feels like she canõt cry herself to sleep because her sister, Risa, will hear her. 

Tell about a time when you held in your feelings (happiness, sadness, fear, 

embarrassment, disappointment, etc.) and why. (application ) 

4.  Read the descriptions of Ellieõs lists. Which sounds closest to her actual 

situation?  (analysis ) 

5. When Ellie says, òMy voice bounces off the walls like Ben -Ben on sugar,ó what 

does she mean? Use simile to describe a sound. (synthesis) 

6. How would you characterize Ms. Claire?  Give example s to support your opinion . 

(evaluation ) 

 

How will Ellie manage sharing a room with Risa? Will Ellie and Ms. Claire become 

friends?  
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òcomic relief ó òrare form ó dribbling  

sports -speak catastrophic  devastating  

excruciating  modest antics  

 

1. Why was Ellie embarrassed? (knowledge) 

2. Why canõt Ellie sleep? (comprehension) 

3. Which dinner -table joke do you like best ? Make a list of your favorite jokes and 

try them out on your family at dinner to night.  (application ) 

4.  Look closely at Ellieõs òFamily for Saleó flyer. What  does Ellieõs mom say in the 

flyer? Why do you think she says this? (analysis ) 

5. Which things do your family members say over and over again? Draw a family 

portrait with speech bubbles showing phrases or words that  they  often say. 

(synthesis) 

6. How would you characterize Risa? Give examples to support your opinion.  

(evaluation ) 

 

What do you think Ellieõs idea is? List of your top three guesses.  
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quest grimy  munchkin  

malice  menacing  frilly  

lurks  pounce rig  

 

1. What does Ellie want her parents to give her? (knowledge) 

2. What problems does Ellie run into?  (comprehension) 

3. Why does Ellie whistle loudly when she goes into the basement? What do you do 

when youõre in a scary situation? (application ) 

4.  Ellie convinces her parents that sheõll do a good job cleaning the attic room. H er 

father says, òDo it right or itõs game over.ó Ellie feels òéitõs first down and goal.ó 

Can you t ranslate their òsports-speakó into something you and your parent might 

say? (analysis ) 

5. Look at the sketch where  Ellie draws Risa as a cat and herself as a mouse. What 

does this represent? Think of a situation when you are in competition with someone 

else (at home, at school, in extra -curricular activities, etc.). Draw yourself and your 

opponent as animals. Explain why you chose those particular animals. (synthesis) 

6. How do Ellie and her family feel about the Mrs. Santa Claus doll? Ellieõs mother 

says she doesnõt like the doll. Is this true? If so, why did she become so upset? 

(evaluation ) 

 

Where does Ellie run when she and her siblings leave  their mother screaming? Will 

the children get into trouble for playing a trick on their mother?  
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refuge prank  slither  

deduction  pursuing  potentially  

 

1. What does Glenda say that gets Ellieõs attention? (knowledge) 

2. On the way home from the library, Ellie looks for clues. What is she hoping to 

discover? (comprehension) 

3. Ellie considers the library her home -away-from -home. Besides your house, where 

do you feel most at home? (application ) 

4.  Ellie says that Glenda òébasically says nothing, a lot.ó What does she mean by 

this ? (analysis ) 

5. Looking at Ellieõs chart, does the evidence point to a potential friend nearby?  

(synthesis) 

6. Do you think Glenda will become a good friend? Why or why not?  (evaluation ) 

 

Who do you think owns the tree house? Will this person turn out to be Ellieõs friend? 
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burrs  dread hassle tendril  

 

1. How does Ellie feel when she awakes from her dream? (knowledge) 

2. Why is Ellie upset about finding trash in the woods? (comprehension) 

3. Ellie feels like Sacajawea. Research to find out mo re about Sacajawea. Why does 

Ellie compare herself to her? (application ) 

4.  At the end of Ellieõs time with Travis, she says: òBut itõs too good to last.ó What 

does she mean? Have you ever felt this way? (analysis ) 

5. Ellie is surprised that Travis doesnõt try and cheer her up after she tells him how 

much she misses her old house and friends. Pretend you are the one sitting next to 

Ellie in this scene. What would you say? (synthesis) 

6. Characterize Travis. Would you like to have him as a friend? Why or wh y not? 

(evaluation ) 

 

Will Ellie and Travis become good friends? Will some kind of conflict rise between 

the two? 
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realities  compromise salvage 

exhaust  uninspired  disadvantage  

inventory  academic lectures  

overexposure   

 

1. What surprises Ellie when she comes home?  (knowledge) 

2. Why doesnõt Ellieõs mom think it would be a good idea to let Ellie  play hide -and-

seek? (comprehension) 

3. Why does Ellieõs mother change her mind? What is something youõre not often 

allowed to do? List at least 3 things you might say  that might  convince your p arents 

to let you do this thing.  (application ) 

4.  Ellie was sarcastic when she said, òGee, thanks Glendaó Tell about a situation in 

which you were sarcastic.  (analysis ) 

5. Write the instructions for your favorite game.  Test your instructions by giving 

them to someone who has never played your favorite game. Were your instructions 

clear? (synthesis) 

6. Ellie thinks boys make friends more easily than girls. Do you agree? Why or why 

not? (evaluation ) 

 

How will Ellieõs first day of school go? Name one positive thing you think will 

happen, and one negative thing.  
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òpep talk ó bribed  chaos 

surge plunge  procedures 

whopping  òrubberiness quotient ó civics 

 

1. Why does Ellie feel stupid on the first day of school? (knowledge) 

2. How does Glenda make Ellie feel outside of their classroom? (comprehension) 

3. Why does Ellie label her school The Torture Chamber ? If you could rename your  

school, what would you call it? (application ) 

4.  Why do you think Ellie didnõt join the others at recess? (analysis ) 

5. Look at the sketch where Ellieõs mom is taking a photo of the children before 

their first day of school. What does Ellie think her bro ther and sister are trying to 

do? Bring in a photo of your family or sketch your own family portrait. What 

impression is each person trying to make? (synthesis) 

6. Look at the sketch of Ellieõs class at the lunch table. How are the students acting? 

Looking  at Ellieõs facial expression, can you infer what she think s of their behavior ? 

(evaluation ) 

 

Will things be any better for Ellie in Mr. Brendallõs class? 
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confiscate doodle replacement  òpowerless pawnó 

 

1. What òmiracleó happens in Mr. Brendallõs class? (knowledge) 

2. What ruins Ellieõs good mood at school? (comprehension) 

3. What would be your ideal way to spend time with a friend ? What would be the 

absolute worst  way? (application ) 

4.  What does Ellie  mean when she says the nickname Smelly McDoo -doo òéwill 

live on longer than I doó ? (analysis ) 

5. Ellie makes a list of what sheõs bringing to Luciõs house. Make a list of what you 

would bring to a new friendõs house. Explain why you chose each thing on y our list. 

(synthesis) 

6. How does Ellie feel about the time she spent at Luciõs house? (evaluation ) 

 

When Josh greets Ellie at home with the knife -wielding Mrs. Santa, Ellie vows to 

get even. What do you think sheõll do? 
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toddler  revenge grudge 

pranks  dismayed  inert  

effective  target  bummer  

 

1. What surprise was waiting for Ellie when she got home? (knowledge) 

2. Why did Josh say he didnõt tie all  of Ellieõs socks together? (comprehension) 

3. Travis an d Ellie come up with a plan to avoid being caught in Ghost in the 

Graveyard. How could you and a friend work together to win  a game? (application ) 

4.  How did Ellieõs family help her  take revenge on Josh? (analysis ) 

5. Usually the prefixes dis-, in - and un- mean not. Josh notes that sometimes these 

letter combinations arenõt always prefixes. Make a chart for each prefix (see 

example below). List words that follow the rule and those that donõt.  (synthesis) 

 

dis=not  disÍnot 

disagree dismay  

disrespect  dismal  

 

6. Read Travis and Arleneõs jokes on page 101. Which one is your favorite? Why? 

(evaluation ) 

 

Now that Ellie has made some friends, will things go better for her at school?  




